INK JET PRINT HEAD CLEANING SYSTEM 
Abstract of the Disclosure 

[36] Embodiments of the present invention provide a self-cleaning print head for an 
ink jet printer that directs ink to a substrate to be marked. The print head includes a 
ground plate having a channel formed therethrough, and a makeup fluid supply system 
that supplies makeup fluid directly to the ground plate through a makeup supply conduit, 
and into a catcher. The makeup fluid removes ink residue from the channel as the 
makeup fluid flows through the channel. 
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